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— FEReSSS Gyn, that the whole is writ- 
ten in ſo ſptightly a manner; and contains 
in it ſo many uſeful and excellent things, 
that the ingenious Author has my Thanks; 
and juſtly deſerves the Thanks of every 
one, that wiſhes well to Revelation. _ 
The two Diſſertations about the Eating 
of Blood, which occafion your Secruptes, 
and have put you upon asking my Senti- 
ments, have carried the Probibition far- 


ther, and ſupported it with ſtronger Rea- 


ſons, than 1 have ever yet met with; or 
at leaſt, 


WW REcriv'd the Favout of 
that I have perus d the Book, 


4 ou mention, with a great 
deal of Pleaſure; and muſt - 


+5 * * N 


ave ſet them forth in ſuch a, 


manner, as to give them that appearance. 


I am very ſenfible, that the other fide of 
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- mi * Rae Wit Aber s dy Apology, 'ye 
ſhall have them; I wou'd willingly treat 
both the Author and the Subject with the 
greateſt Fairneſs and Candor; and whereas 
he conſiders himſelf as ſpeaking; to Ap- 
petite, which hath no Ears; and to, Pre- 
judice, which hath no Eyes; to Per- 
verſeneſs, incapable of Attention; and to 
Pride, incapable of Convictions he wut : 

give me leave to aſſure him, that none of 


1 18 my Caſe. A 80 By from 1 It, that” up- > 


a 


on my firſt read I look'd. upon his, | 
Reaſoning to be very powerful; and If | 
upon a cloſer View it appears to me in 
another Light, the learned ale will, * 
dare ſay, excuſe my ſhewing it: He han 


ving oppos d Dr. Hammond and others f 


great Learni * and in ſome places in ſuch 
a manner, 458 not preſume to imi- 
as 5 ſhall not trace every minute 8 | 
lar; but wou' d only take notice of : the: 
main Lines of his Diſferragions. Where, 1 
am defective, your own good Un | 
will make it up. 88 
The general Aſſertion of this. Aut on ig, 
= Blood has not been allow d to Man 


r K 1 1. 


6 25 
enn 


„ ? * 


or un- 


Fhat Blood and the Fleſh of Animals 


lived before the Flood, he looks upon as {0 
clear 4 Point, as. not to be controverted ; 3 
therefore offers little in ſupport of that 


gave Acht over f. of the ſea, and over 
* fowl of tbe air, 1 o, every 150 


2 wh ſhou'd this be extended to a Power 
of kilfing and eating them ? Had it been 
ſaid that zvery living thing was given to 


But fure there are other. ways of hayi 
dominion over them, without a Pogy 
Life and Death - - - | This Dominion, 


as the word Subdite fairly imports ; 


fee what he would call them, is ſuppos'd to 
de ir order to give them a fear of him, 


waders and his giving them Names is an 
| ä Act 
* Qugſtion about eating f Blood dae, and examin 4 


that noueth pen the' earth. . But 


Adam and his Poſterity for Meat, then in- 
deed there cou'd have been no Aiſpure. 


11 the Beafts being brought to. Adam to 


ger $i 770 nay ſo far from it, that it 
has tht& every Petiod been forbidden. . 


were not allow'd for Food to them that 


Opinion. A late * Writer differs from him 
at his belt ſetting out; and foutidsa Power 
of eating 3 0 5 9 Dominion God | 


Th - al x 
| probabiliry, was his having all Creatures 
in Sub l to him, and under his Com- 


that he might the more eafily keep them 


1 


. 


AR of Diab” In mute Catia . 95 
1 r defi n'd for Man's Uſe, which have a 
1 Strength much ſuperior to his, we Fey 
Þ .* obſerve a natural Inſtinct to Obedien 
„„ may properly be ſaid, in Job's 
Jobv. az. preſſion, 1 be at peace with him. 7 
others that are of a wild and untractable 
8 ry, Man by ho Bi 7 — 75 Sn e 1 
| am. Can ſubdue - - Every kind of Beaſts, and 
1 J bs TION and of e and things inthe 
+ 954 is tamed, and hath been tamed of. Man- 
__—*. Lind. Tf this Dominion. then was to, be 
3 Carried farther, it ſhou'd have been put in 
plain Terms; according to this Aüthor, 


ebe found in the Moral Law, and of 
“ Reaſon, ſhqp'd be fully and e 
ae deliver d“, 

It is further urg'd, that God was pleas d 
to make coats of ckin for them, and cloath 
them why then ſhou'd they not have 
them for Food as well as Raiment? eſpeci- 
ally when their Sti machs were formed for. 
Fleſh, # 

Upon. this I wou'd obſerve, hi it is - 
highly probable that God gave them po- 
ſitive Orders to offer Beaſts in Sacrifices, 
and then there might be Skins enough for 
their cloathing; and upon a Suppoſition 15 
that « the Skins of wild Beaſts wou'd be 
5 l beyer: for that Uſe;” yet 
bow 


* 


© Poſitive Inſtitutions, which are not to 


EF. 


- „ 1 
ol killing them for their Skins - nor 


43 cou d they be eaſily taken; or if they 


were, wou'd they cat. 7 8 Fleſh? or 
« was it to rot and ꝑ fy on the Face of 
beet Et 


as a Prey to the 
4 Beaſts of the Fields and F owls. of the 


4 the Earth; or to 


4 i Alt © We cannot tell but thoſe Ani- 
mals, which Abel and Jubal took upon 


them the trouble of feeding and guarding, ; 


acrifice; 


were particularly appointed for 
and 94 Skins, Th not ſo. . 
good, being ready at hand, might not be 


A 


thought improper for c loathing TY 
am ſurpriz'd how any one ſhou d know 


the Nature of the Stomachs of the Ante - 
: diluvians ſo xerfcdatly,. as to ſay that they 


were as much formed for Fleſh, as their 


Feet for walking - - How can we tell, if 


_ Fleſh was not allow d, but that they Were 


ſo formed, as to give them no Inclination 


to it? We find that Perſons now, who 
have a general Appetite for Fleſh-meat, 


either thro' Nature or Cuſtom, have an 
Abhorrence of the Fleſh of ſome Crea- 
tures, which might be as nutritive as thoſe. 


they feed on - - - And how. can we be cer- 8 
tain 1 * the Stomachs of thoſe before the 
Flood were not ſo framed, as to have an 


Averſion to all Sorts of F leſh i Or if 


they. d were of the ſame nature with ours, 


18 


=_ ut Sanya Proof of their eit 

ing Pleth, as cheir Feet is of their walk. 

| ing? - - - Adam in Paradiſe, as a Trial of 

his Obedience, was forbidden to eat of 

the fruit of the tree of Life, which Was 
good for food, gf, mage to the We and 
fo he cou'd not but have as ſtrong an In- 
; clination, as they cou d have Tor Fleſh ; 
| why then might not they be debarr'd of | 

Tg bal as a 4 8575 
Tho' we find no expreſs Prohibition àgainſt 
their uſing the Fleſh of living rote oa 
yet as there is a poſitive Grant of Vegeta- | 
bdbles, they might reaſonably look upon 
| - themſelves to be confin'd by it. God Jaid, 
| Gen. i. Behold I have given you every berb bearing 
| 7: feed, wbich it upon the face of all the earth, 
and every ET wohich Uk uit of 4 
free yiling fc ou it ſball be e for meat 
--- Theſe feem to pin then 
down; and ma 8 tender d, it fall ze 
jour meat — When there was an Enlarge- 
ment to Noah and his Poſterit 
in ſuch a manner, as pretty fairly to ſhew, 
that before only Veg . were granted 
Gen. / ix. to Man for Food; ery living he that 
4 hiveth, ſball be Wu flv you; even as- the 
_ green herb have giver yau all thing: = 
which feems to point our as if t gas 
wy was 5 only given before. 
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roper Trial of t 25 Obedience? 


F it is put | 


in 3 —— ide aft re ai 


* 
affect the Subject in dilp ute, let it be de- 
termin d which: e fo. 1 


leave it to the; Reader te jndge, whecher | 

ir's che more; prabable Opinion, that che 

kw n to Adam e 

tended. to Wer We es. 

tures. for the Foad! of Man. NE" 
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pos d tao) he made;; and: if they Hold as 
ſtrangly / with. us; as; they Aube e 
_ W Hen. the: ep 


" The Author of Reelationenami diag 


%. 


. 


— + a N ” 1 < L 1 [1 » oP ,4 o 
Pre Rae ae n bk 23 n 2 tt aga AT N 2 a * 
8 r F Ne n 1 2 8 r "35 \ 8 
n $ n N bs SET SME rot Dr 8 R 
a e Y "ys * N 8 * bus ey * N:? we 3 - * * 2 25 37 * * * +1, 4 423 
* N 7 * 7 * * 1 


4 „9 


3 3 
RR; i 4 i 
if. 


10 t, why they ſhou'd not eat the Blood * 
any Creature, that they might have a 
greater Dread upon them, and be the 


more fearful of ſhedding'the Blood of one 
another - - But this I conceive cannot be 
the Reaſon, why immediately after the 
Prohibition of eating the Blood of Beaſts, 
it ſhou'd be neceſſary to caution them 


againſt ſbedding the Blood of Man: It 


might indeed have been a good Argument, 
why they ſhou'd not eat human Blood, 
when they are forbidden the Blood of 
Beaſts; but as they were reſtrain'd from 


eating any Blood, it-cou'd not make any 


Alterations in their Nature; or have an 
1 to render them more furious 
againſt one another, and conſequently this 
Caution more neceſſ⸗ . 
I take the true Reaſon of guarding Bee 
particularly the Blood of Man, was upon 
the account of the new Grant made them 
of killing Animals, and feeding upon their 
Fleſh; for, their being acciſtom d to kill 
them for daily Food, might give them leſs 
Terror at ſhedding of Blood; which 1 
ſuppoſe to be the Reaſon why Butchers are 
not.allow'd to be upon a Jury for Life and 
Death; and their living upon ſo rich Food 
might inflame their Blood; might add a 
Fierceneſs to their Natures; ; and thereby 
— them, upon I" or no Provoca- 
tions, 


des, Gor "chought- it proper to ſecure the 
Blood: of Man, by exprefaly "declaring; 
bat be Halder man'sblood, by man ſhall Gen. ix. 
bir blood be ſbed. Which is aſtoniſhingly 6. 
often confirni'd;” by the wonderful Diſco- 
veries of Murthefers, to bring them to 
condign Puniſhmerit for their Crimes. Nay, 
to ſtrike a bigger/Tertor; if a Beaſt hap- 
pen'd to kill a 2 tho uncapable of 
lame, i it muſt die; either that che Loſs 
of it might make the Owners careful, 
that they did not keep ſuch deſtructive 
Cattle; or to prevent hir in particular 
from doing the Vie Miſchief to any other. N 
D pon the whole we may venture to af 
firm, that we are therefore guarded againſt 7” 
ſhedding Man's Blood, becauſe we might uw. 
be the ſooner induc'd' to do fo, from our 
being accuſtom d to ſhed the Blood of Beaſts: * 
And ſo, here it is adjoin'd, to put us in 
mind, that God, who allows us to kill 
and eat every movi ng thing that liveth, will 
m_ _ us to ſhed the Blood of Man. 
„It is faid that we are prohibited to 
eat * 5 — not only to prevent unneceſſa 
Cruelty towards Animals, whoſe Fleſh we 
have a Grant to eat; but alſo to keep us 
HO, a | furious' Hear of Conſticorion, 
C Which 
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-. . - 
which might put us into a State of War, 


and render us miſchievous to one another. 
« I believe it will be allow d, ſays the Au- 
te thor of Revelation examin'd, that Blood 
« 1s a very hot inflaming Food; that ſuch 
“Food creates Choler, and that Choler 
« eaſily kindles into Cruelty - - - We 
are therefore requir'd (to avoid theſe huge 
Miſchiefs) to drain their Blood from 
them; which is the moſt eaſy way they 
can die; and not to devour them like 
Wolves and Ty gers. 

It muſt be own'd, that whipping and 
torturing Creatures to Death, to make 
them come up to a high and luxurious 
Taſte, is to be wantonly cruel and brutal 
in their Deſtruction; betokens a ſavage 


Temper; far from that of a good Man; 


who, both in Life and Death, dil be mer- 
ciful to bis Beaſt. Du 15 
But then it may be a Miſtake to think, 


that draining out the Blood is always the 


eaſieſt way of killing them; hecauſe there 
are ſeveral Creatures, ſuch as Hares, Par- 
tridge, &c. whoſe Blood is not drain'd 


from them, diſpatch'd in leſs time, and 


robably with leſs Pain; and tho' the 
lood of Bulls may have a great Heat, 


and ſome ſort of Madneſs in it; and the 


Blood of the largeſt Animals, was ic much 
indulg'd in, might convey too much 
. | Warmth 


0 tt » 
x into our Corftitutiotis; yet the 
| Bleue of thoſe other Creatures, which is 
uſually eaten with their Pleſh, may be of a 
milder Nature, and ve ho ill Eid vp 
on us. N J J 17 


I believe wo Obſervation i is vety true, 


that ſuch brute | Creatures as five upon 
Fleſſi and Blob, are 2 ang ly of a more 
fierce ard violent art Others; 
from whence it is alledg d, rhat eating of 
Blood wou'd add # Fiercenefs and Ferity 
to ors. But can we be certain, that that 
Fiercenefs, obſeryable in ſuch Creatures, 
is entirely owing to their Food? May not 
ſome of it be emo to their Natures, 
whereby ate 
and bee live upon ſoed Prey? There 
are, we' know, whole Kingdoms, whoſe 


Inhabitants are noted ts be of a hot and 


cholerick Teraper ; fir'd with Paffion to 
fuch « Madnefs, that one wou'd think 


that they liv'd upon nothing but the Blood | 


of wild Beaſts, 2 and yet it is manifeſt 


that their Diet contributes nothing to it; 


(if it did, what ſavage, unſociable things 
ſhou'd we be!) therefore we muſt aſctibe 
this their unhappy Difference from other 


Nations, to Conſtitution, or Climate, or 


both - - Conſtitution, it's certain, has a 
great Share in this Miſchief; we may find 
Perſons at a high Table of a meek. and 


Cx mg 


ifh'd from others, 


Gen. vi. 


IT, 13. 


mild Temper; ; and others in a Cottage 
furious and full of Choler: Not that 1 
vou'd be ſo underſtood, as if 1 thought 
Fuel cou'd not be added to this Fire; on- 


( 13 5 


ly to ſhew that chis Diſparity i is not always 
owing to Food. | 
Some are of Opinion, that Blood is a 
wholſome and healthful :Diet, good for 
Food, and no ways tending to 1 our 


Conſtitutions. - -- - But in caſe we admit 


that it is of a hot Nature; © that it creates 
“ Choler, and eaſily kindles into Cruelty ; 
yet is it not at the ſame. time allow'd by 
this Author, © that Fleſh is an enflaming, 
« faſtidious Diet, inſpiring Pride and In- 
<« ſolence?” therefore the | =hh Argument 
holds againſt the one, tho' perhaps not in 
the ſame degree, as well as the other. 
Upon both it may be obſery'd, that as 
the Antediluvians probably might have 


Stomachs form'd for Fleſh as well as ours, 


and yet were debarr'd from eating any, to 
make that a proper Inſtance of their Trial; 


ſo it is ſuppos'd that they were hurried 
away by their Appetites, in a direct Viola- 


tion of the Command of the Creator 
and by this means a general Corruption 


—_ amongſt them ; and in particu- 
ar it's ſaid, the earth was filled with vio- 
lence which ſome give as a Reaſon, why 
they did not keep to that meek, inoffen- 

five 


ſive Diet that was preſcribed them. God 
Almighty finding their Wickedneſs to be 


very great, brings a Deluge, and deſtroys 


all but Noah and his Family; and then; 
that they might not ſplit upon the lame 


Rock, he was pleas d to take off this Re- 


ſtraint, and allow them the free Uſe of 
every living thing = - And if it be grant- 


ed, that this Diet wou'd heighten the /in- 


ferior Appetites, and make it more diffi- 


cult for Reaſon to keep them under Sub- 


jection - = yet, as we are in a State of 
Probation, we ſhou'd have ſome Trial of 
our Virtue ; and by Experience find, that 
the law of our Members war againſt the 
law of our mind; and very powerfully too; 
and that there is a great Weakneſs and 
Frailty in human Nature - - - Why, what 


ſhou'd be the Conſequence of this Re- 


flection? Not that we ſhou'd-murmur and 
repine at the Author of our Being, becauſe 
he has made us thus; but that we ſhou'd 
take the more heed to ourſelves, and more 


narrowly watch and curb every unruly 


Luft that ſhall riſe up in Rebellion - - - 
The more fiery and .uppiſh our Tempers 


are, the greater will be our Praiſe, if we 


keep them gt an under---If we had not bo- 
dily Appetites to combat with, we ſhou'd 
want a great many Virtues, that they give 
us an Opportunity of exerciſing - - - Mor- 
Es tification 

| 4 


—— — — 
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(4). 

ußcation and Self- derial, without them, 
wow'd become uſelefs'- And if we found 
that living upon Fleſh and Blood help'd to 
inflame out Natures, and were too warm 
for our Conſtitutions, and render'd our 
inferior Apperites ungovernable, it wot'd 
be our Prudence and Virtue to abridge 
ourfelves in the Quantity, or wholly to 
abſtain -- If we have a Power of eating 
them, we have certainty a Power of let- 
ting them alone; and of chuſing any other 
Food, which we find more convenient for 
us - - - Unleſs we were competent Jridges 
to what Height the Appetites of Nature 
thou'd by Food be permitted to be rais'd, 
Arguments taken from which wou d have 
been better or worſe for us, feem not to 
have much weight. Tho the Weakneſs 
and Infirmities of human Nature are ma- 
nifeſt, and ſuch as ſhou'd make us not 
think of ourſebves more highly than we ought 
to think; yet we know, thro? the Succours 
of the Goſpel, we may be made ſtrong, 
and come off more than Conquerors. 
34h, It is the Opinion of a great ma- 
ny, and in particular a late learned * Au- 
thor ſtands up for it, thar this Exception 
in the Grant to Noah is not to be ſo inter- 
preted, as to debar us from eating Blood; 
but 

5 Remarks upon Nazarenus, where there is a whole 
Chapter on this Subject. | | 


(as) 


put leſt, after we had a Liberty to eat the 
Fleſh of Animals given us, we ſhou'd fall 
on em, as the carnivorous Creatures did 
upon one another, and tear them to pieces; 
— devour the Fleſh and Blood together; 
or leſt we ſhou d cut off the Limb of a 
living Creature, and eat it while the Blood 
was warm in it; dum adbuc ui vit & pal. 
pitat, ſeu tremit: to prevent this Cruelty 
was this Caution made, This looks to be 
tu | — 19 1 7 of — 8 
But with the hfe thereof, which is the Gen ix. 
27 thereof, ſhall you not eat; i. e. tho 4. 
give you a Power over every living thing 
hg make uſe of as Food ; and you may eat 
of any Kind, and of every thing contain'd 
in them - - - but then you ſhall not in a ſa- · 
vage, brutal manner eat them together ; the 
fleſh with the blood, This, the laſt men- 
tion'd ingenious Author fays, a Mixture 
of Luxury and Cruelty had made cuſto · 
mary before the Flood; therefore when 
there was a Grant of Fleſh, it was proper 
to reſtrain them from it; and thereby to 
teach them to uſe the Creatures thankful. 
ly and tenderly - - -For this he quotes the 
Authority of the great Tewiſſb Rabbi Mai. De cibis 
monides, - - And Fo a farther Confurna- . 
tion of this Opinion it is urg d, that the 
Prohibition of Blood in the Law included 
the Fleſh of all Creatures that were not 
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(265 ) | | 
rightly kill'd ; 5 Was undoubtedly en- 


join d, becauſe of the Idolatry of the 


neighbouring Nations, ho thought that 
their impure Spirits fed upon Blood ; 
therefore they ſhould eat none, leſt they 
ſh ſeem to partake with them. _ 
ow, if this Interpretation, which is 
ſtrictly to the Letter, be right; then we, 
as Deſcendants from Noah, are under no 
Obligation to abſtain from Blood; only 
agg a cruel and beaſtly manner of uſing 
I leave this Meaning of the Prohibi- 


1 — to them that are ſatisfied with i it; and 


go on, 

 4thhy, To enquire, if Blood is to be ta- 
ben in its literal Senſe, and an Abſtinence 
is enjoin'd from it, why, or upon what 
Account it was ſo? - - - The chief, and 
what ſeems to me the only ſatisfactory 


| Reaſon, why Noah and his Poſterity ſnou d 


not be allow'd the Uſe of Blood for Food, 
is expreſsly aſſigned, becauſe it is the Ii ife 
of the beaſt; and was pitch'd on, or ap- 
pointed as a-proper Sacrifice, Oblation or 
Offering for Sin - - - That it was a Pra- 
ctice to kill living Creatures for Sacrifice 
before the Flood ; and that theſe were ac- 
ceptable to God, appear from the Inſtance 
of. Abels bringing the firſtlings of his flock, 


and of the fat thereof; and the Lord's ha- 


ving 8 to Abel and his Ng. 8 
But 


» 
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But how ſhould it ever enter into the 
Mind of Man, that God wou'd be pleas'd 
with the Deſtruction of his Creatures; 
nay, ſo far pleas d, that the Life of the 
Beaſt ſhou'd have an atoning Virtue, and 
that he wou'd accept of it inſtead of the 
Life of the Sinner? Cou'd this be the 
Dictate of human Reaſon, and ſo ſtrong a 
one as to become an univerſal Practice? 
We can no way conceive how it ſhou'd - - 
And that it muſtbe owing to the pohitive In- 
fiitution of God, the Author of Revela- 
tion examin'd, has, in my Judgment, very 
clearly ſhewn - - - Upon what account this 
was not inſiſted on by him as a Reaſon 
why we ſhou'd not make uſe of Blood for 
Food ſeems to me to be pretty 
If God, who determin'd in the fulneſs 
F time to ſend his Son into the World, to 
redeem it by the Sacrifice of himfelf, 
thought it fit in the mean while to enjoin 
the Sacrifice of Creatures, that Men might 
be the better pre par d to ſubmit to this Ap- 
pointment, and underſtand the Reaſon of 
it; and if no Sacrifice cou'd be made 
without Effuſion of Blood; without ſbed- Hob i 
ding of blood is no remiſion: therefore, in zz, 
order to appropriate Blood to this parti- 
cular Uſe, and to dignify and diſtinguiſh 
it from other things, which is the Mean- 
ing of ſanctifying and making it ho 
D 


” . 2 — 
* 6 TY" „ . * a . —_— a 
7 ** — . 88 * "3 I * 7 _— es Mt CSIR * Gs A 
* % 8 8 N 4 £ ＋ 3 8 * 4 
* „ 2 * 
% ” 
a 4 


plain. 


ly, he 
might 


— 


a = ” * 
N 
1 


N 4 * 
J 9 
N £ p ws 7 B TIE" PETE R : T L NS 
__ - 4 "I : N r TOE IEF > Ws C 0 we * Yu , 
"=> IF , * RNS £7 1 * N 
= — * x K 
" * * ” - . 
SA 4 N 
« 
F 7: 5 
* 9 


might not ſuffer it to be made uſe of as 
Food; and thereby create a Reſpect and 
Veneration of it in the Minds of Men. 
Conſequently, when there was a full End 
| Heb. x. of all Sacrifices, Chriſt by one offering ba- 
14. ving per fected for ever them that are ſancti- 
fied; and ſo there cou'd be no need that be 
ſhou'd offer himſelf often, or that the Blood 
of other Creatures ſhou'd continue any 
longer to be offer'd, there wou'd be no 
farther Occaſion to Ini it from other 
things; and ſo it might be taken into the 
common Uſes of Life. | 
Ina word, if Blood was prohibited be- 
cauſe it was appropriated to the Altar; 
then, when there was an End of ſuch Sa- 
crifices, we may conclude there wou'd be 
an End of the Prohibition too. 
What confirms me more in this Opini- 
on, is, that in the Jewiſh Law, tho' they 
were prohibited to eat of any Creature 
that died of itſelf, becauſe it had the Blood 
A Deut.xiv. in it; yet they might give it unto a ſtranger 
1 that is within the gates, or ſell it to an alien; 
nay, if a Jew hiniſelf eat of it unwitting- 
Lev. xvii. 9» or by Ignorance, he was only to waſh 
15, 16. bis cloaths, and be unclean until the evening. 
"3: Now what Reaſon can be given, why 
1 ſo ſevere a Penalty ſhou'd be annex d to the 
0 eating of Blood intermix'd with the Fleſh 
of a Beaſt that was Aid, and ſo ſmall a 


| One 


„ 19 13 5 
one for the eating the Blood of a Beaſt 


that died of itſelf, unleſs it be this; that 
in the firſt the Blood might have been 


pour'd out, and fo have been fit for the 
Altar; and therefore ſhou'd not be touch'd 
for any other Purpoſe - - - they being 
commanded, when they were fixed in the 
Land of Canaan, and were at ſo great a 
Diſtance from the Temple that they cou'd 


not carry the Blood to it, to pour it upon Lev vj, 
the ground, and to cover it with duſt - = 13. 


that it might not be ſeen, but when it was 
made uſe of to holy Purpoſes; or, as 
Maimonides ſays, that none might meet 
and feaſt upon it - - - whereas, when a 
Beaſt died of itſelf, the Blood cou'd not 


be drain'd out; therefore cou'd not be 


made uſe of in Sacrifice ; conſequently the 
uſing it for Food cou'd not. be look'd up- 
on as making that common, which God 
Ma ⁵ᷣ i !!! EE 0 
This ſufficiently ſhews, that it is not 
ſinful in itſelf to eat Blood; nor any other- 
wiſe unlawful, than as it is forbidden; for, 
had there been any moral Turpitude in 
eating it, God wou'd not have permitted 
_ even an Alien to eat it - - Such a one, as 
a Deſcendant from Noah, muſt be under 
the general Reſtraint; . and his being al- 
low'd to eat in this Caſe, makes it look 
probable that no other Blood was forbid- 
„„ D 2 - + 
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den, but what might be made uſe of in 
Sacrifice. From whence we may fair- 


ly draw this Concluſion ; if little or no 


Offence was given by cating ſuch Blood as 


cou'd not be made uſe of in Sacrifices ; 


then none at all can be given by eating of 
any ſort, when there is an entire End put 
to all bloody Sacrifices whatſoever. - - - - 
The Judicious Mr. Hofer * treating of 


the Durableneſs of Laws, ſays, © When 


c an End, for which a Law is made, is 


« fulfill'd; then that Law can have no far- 
ERC a ii... 
As to what is urged, that the Blood of 
ſuch Creatures as died of themſelves might 
be eat, becauſe there wou'd be no room 
for Cruelty towards them; whereas there 
might, if we were allow'd to eat the Blood 


of ſuch as were killed - - therefore we 
may be indulg'd in the one, but not in the 


other - The Anſwer is eaſy; that Men 


wou'd be under ſmall Temptation to uſe 
them Porbaroply in their manner of kil- 


ling them - - - if taking their Blood from 
them wou'd be the aſſt Death; in the 
larger Sort they wou'd certainly do ſo, be- 
cauſe it wou'd make their Fleſh more ſight- 
ly and agreeable - - in the ſmaller, where 


their Blood is eat with them, the uſual 
Death, as is obſerv'd before, may be more 


eaſy than the other. Fe 
1 Again; 


FEccleſ. Pol. Book III. 


03 244) : 
Again; ; the Author. of. Revelation ex- 
amin d urges, chat, 1 8 poſing Blood wWas 
a prohibited Food with regard to Sacrifi- 
ces; yet why ſhou d it. be interpreted to 
ceaſe with SOT" « Surely it is no more 
« unreaſonable (tho I won t talæe it upon 
me to pronounce it ſtrictly obligatory) 
« to abſtain; from Blood now, in Comme- 
« moration of the Atonement made by 
« the Blood of Chriſt for the Sins of the 
« whole World, than it was before to ab- 
« ſtain from it in view of that Atonement 
. er barely to conſider it in the 
Light of Gratitude, one wou'd ima- 
+ gine, that the Senſe of an infinite Be- 
<« nefit receiv'd, ſhou d, in Reaſon and in 
« Duty, have no leſs Weight with us, 
than the diſtant Proſpect and Expodias 
e tion of ſuch a Benefit. 
Upon this I wou'd obſerve, that it is 
very certain the Love of our Saviour Chrif 
in laying down. his Life for Sinners, can 
never be too gratefully. commemorated by 
us If abſtaining from Blood wou'd 
add to our Senſe of that infinite Benefit, 1 
ſhou'd take upon me to pronounce it 
ftriftly obligatory upon myſelf = As the 
Fewiſh Sacrifices were typical of the great 
Sacrifice of the Death of Cbriſt, and re- 
ceiv'd all their Virtue from it, he being the 


Lamb flain from the foundation 7 the world; Rev. xiii. 


ſo 8. 


—— 
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ſo had we been enjoin'd to make uſe of 
Blood in Commemoration of the ſame, 
then, as far as this Argument reaches, the 
Reaſon of abſtaining wou'd continue in 
force with us - - But our bleſſed Saviour 
has put this matter out of all diſpute, by 
expreſsly appointing Bread and Wine to be 
the outward Part or Sign of the Lord's 
Supper; which are to be a viſible and ſtand- 
ing Memorial of his death until his coming 
again, NE i, 
It is my Conjecture, that Bread and 
Wine were pitch'd on, and not Blood, for 
this Reaſon, amongſt others, leſt too 
much Streſs ſhou'd have been laid upon 
the Blood itſelf; as if it had fome appea- 
ſing Virtue in it ; which was the conceiv'd 
Opinion of the Fewiſb Sacrifices ; and ſo 
 wou'd have derogated from the great Sa- 
crifice of Chriſt - - St. Paul tells them 
their Miſtake in this matter, v2. tha? it 
Heb. x. is not poſſible that the blood of bulls and goats 
4. ſhou'd take away fins. - And in order to 
undeceive them, and diminiſh that high 
Eſteem they had of the Efficacy of Blood, 
our bleſſed Lord aboliſhes and renders uſe- 
leſs all Sacrifices whatſoever by the Com- 
pleatneſs of his own; and when they ceas'd, 
the only ſufficient Reaſon for prohibiting 
Blood ceas'd with them: and when it was 
not to be any longer inclos d for holy Pur- 
. ©”. pales, 


Tay) 
poles, it ** be thrown open as common 
Food; and that on purpoſe to leſſen their 
Value of it: tho they, beforę this great 
Sacrifice was made for the Sins of the 
whole World, might be bound; yet Chrift 
in this, as well as in other reſpeds, has 
made us If 
This leads us on to conſider how this 
matter ſtands under the Gel: That this 
Reſtraint from Blood was ſtill to continue 
obligatory upon Chriſtians, when there 
was no farther Occaſion for Sacrifices by 
Blood, is ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on by our 
Author from that celebrated Decree of the 
Apoſtles and Elders met at Feruſalem, 
which we have at large in the fifteenth 
Chapter of the 4#s; wherein it was re- 
quir'd of the new Converts to the Faith 
of Chriſt, as a neceſſary thing, amongſt 
others, that they ſhou'd ab/tain from Blood. 
This, we are told, lays Chriſtians under as 
ſtrict a Prohibition as the eus were 
No Determination cou'd be made by bet- 
ter Authority, they being under the Di- 
rection of the Holy Ghoſt; or with 
greater Deliberation and Solemniry. 
Now the firſt queſtion upon this, is not 
about the Authority of this Venerable Sy- 
nod; but whether by Blood here we are to 
underſtand the very ſame that was prohi- 
bited N 2 Or if we are, whether the 


Obli iga- 


(24) 
Obligation of 'this Decree, which was 
made upon a particular Debate that hap- 
pen'd in the Church of Antioch, without 
which, in all probability, ir wou'd not have 
been made at all, may not be ſuppos d to 
ceaſe with the Controverſy that oceafion'd 
it; as is before urg'd concerning Blood 
with relation to Sacrifices. 

The Occaſion of making this Dire | is 
undeniably plain. Some zealous Phari- 
ſees, who became Converts to Chriſtianity, 
retain'd ſtill ſuch a Reſpect for the Moſaic 
Law, that they wou'd not be content, un- 
lefs the Gentiles, who by Baptiſm were 
made Members of the Chriſtian, ſhou'd 
by Circumciſion be made Members alſo of 
the Fetwfp, Religion. This occaſion d no 
ſmall Diſſention and Diſputation amongſt 
them; Paul and Barnabas ſtood up in 

Oppoſition to them; one wou'd have 
thought that their Authority had been ſo 
well eſtabliſn'd at Antioch, that the People 
wou'd have readily ſubmitted, maugre all 
8 to their Judgment. ; 
But as theſe rigid Phariſees ſtill perfiſt- 
ed in their Opinion; and as they lately 
went from the Apoſtles, might precend 
their Authority for what they did: there- 
fore the Chriſtians at Antioch might think 
it proper to ſend Paul and Barnabas to 


the Apoſtles at FOR to have this 
Contro- 


625) | 
Controverſy abſolutely determin = = - = 
The Apoſtles and Elders, with others, af- 


ter mature Deliberation, and Direction of 


the Holy Ghoſt, thought it proper to lay up- 
on them no farther Burden than theſe neceſſa- 
ry things, that they abſtain from Meats . 


fer'd to Idols, and from Blood, and from 


things ſtrangled, and from Fornication 


Acts xv. 
28, 29. 


from which i they wou'd keep pn ahem, - 


they ſhall do well. 


It is very plain, that a great many Jews 


wou'd not enter in, becauſe the Gentiles 


were admitted. - - St. Paul, ſpeaking to 


the Gentiles, ſays, As concerning the Go- 
hel, they (t he Fews) are enemies for your 
ſakes. It is alſo certain, that were the Gen- 
tiles to go under the Fewiſh Yoke, to qua- 
lify them to be Diſciples of Chriſt; ſuch 
was their Averſion from taking that heavy 
Burden upon them, which neither they, 
nor their Forefathers were able to bear, that 
they wou'd for that Reaſon have gone 
away. 


And ae the Apoſtles and Elders, 


finding by Cornelius and others, who had 


the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt as well as the 


Fews, that our bleſſed Saviour was a Light. 


Rom. xi. 


28. 


to lighten the Gentiles, as well as the G Ges | 


of his People Iſrael, had a mind to com- 


promiſe the matter; to give no Offence to 


either Few or Gentile; ſo inſiſted on ſuch 
E 


things 


: ( 263 7 


things as they might expect wou'd be com-: 


ply'd to by the one, and ſatisfactory to the 
other. Thus, it ſeems, it happen'd; when 
the Decree was read, the multitude rejoic d 


For the conſolation-— which may take in 


Jeus, as well as Gentiles - There does 


| Not ſeem to be any Uneaſineſs upon the 


account of this Decree - - Judas and Si- 
las tarried there for a ſpace, and exhorted 
the brethren, and confirm'd them; and, it's 
ſaid, were let go in peace fron 

Upon this another Queſtion ariſeth, 


Why, or upon what account were theſe 


Particulars pitch'd on, and agreeable to 


them all? The firſt Opinion I ſhall men- 
tion, which is labour'd for by the great 
Dr. Hammond, is, that theſe things were 
ſingled out with a View to the ſeven Pre- 
cepts of Noah; which, tho' moſt are ſup- 
pon to be given to Adam, went under 
11s Name, and were thought to be of per- + 


petual and univerſal Obligation. Accord- 


ing to this, Blood is interpreted to ſignify 
Murder; and if things ſtrangled be not au- 
thentick, but at firſt was a Gloſs upon 


Blood, and afterwards crept into the Text 


by ſome Greek Tranſcriber, as an ingeni- 
ous * Writer, led by the Authority of 
St. Ambroſe +, aſſerts; and if by Blood we 


are to underſtand Murder, as the ſame 


| Perſon, 
* *Rem, upon Nazarenus, + Comment. ad Gal. 


3 


—— 
* — 


1 


Perſon, who pays a particular Regard to 


the Fathers, ſupports by the Authority of 


St. Cyprian, Tertullian, and St. Chryſoſtom; 


then we have a Decree againſt nothing but 


what is of a moral Turpitude, and there- 


fore moſt fit to be joined together. That 


Blood is to be taken in this Senſe; and that 
in this Senſe there was Occaſion for a Pro- 
hibition, he argues from the known Pra- 
ctice of expoſing Infants, and allowing 


the Gladiators without any Interdict of 


Law, or Cenſure of Philoſophers. 
The two above-mention'd Authors plead 


that there is an Omiſſion of one Paſſage in 


this Decree, that of not doing to others, 
what they wou'd not have done to themſelves; 


- - - that. this is found in Beza's antient 
Manuſcript *, and ſome others; and that 


ſeveral of the Fathers mention it; with 
this Addition they make up the ſeven Pre- 
cepts of Noah. If this Interpretation. be 
right, and the Reaſon aſſigned why theſe 
Particulars were pitch'd on, be a good 
one; then this Apoſtolical Decree has no- 
thing to do with the Point in hand. 

The Author of Revelation examin'd has 
ſeveral things to obje& to this Account, 


He ſays, the Interpolation of things 


trangled is not ſo certain as has been urg d 
- - - there being ſeveral good Authorities 
Eg for't 

* id. in loc. 
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for't - and in particular, from there be- 
ing no Detect pretended in St. James's 
Sentence, upon which the Decree was 
founded, he argues that there is none in 
the Decree itſelf. - - - ] muſt own that 1 
cannot ſee any Force in this Concluſion : 
What if St. James, amongſt the reſt, pro- 
pos'd things ſtrangled, which wou'd make 


it neceflary to record it; yet does it follow 


that the Apoſtles and Elders wou' d be de- 
termin'd by his Authority? Might not they 


think, if Blood was to be underſtood in 


its literal Senſe, that it wou'd guard enough 


— againſt things ſtrangled, and render them 
unneceſſary to be put into the Decree? 


But then it muſt be confeſs d, that un- 


leſs an Interpolation can be found in the 
Adds xxi. Repetition of this Decree, where things 
flrangled make a part of it, that this is a 


convincing Argument that they were in 


the original Decree. - - As to what is far- 


ther urg'd, that ſeveral of the Fathers, 
who recite this Decree, make no mention 
of things ſtrangled - - - it may be obſery'd 
in Anſwer to this, that they underſtood 
Blood in its literal Meaning, and fo might 
think that it covered the other. for things 


ſtrangled were forbidden, becauſe the Blood 


as in them; and ſo nothing can be in- 


ferr'd from their Silence. 


Again, 
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Again, there are ſtronger Authorities 


why not doing what we wou d not have others 
do to us, was not in the original Decree, 
than can be produc'd for it. And it 
ſeems to be very odd, that the Apoſtles and 
Elders ſhou'd omit ſo uſeful and excellent 
a Precept as this, if the ſeven of Noah 
were what they had a particular Eye to. 

Dr. Spencer + wou'd have theſe Particu- 
lars pitch'd on and forbidden, becauſe the 
Heathens were ſuch groſs Offenders in 


every one of them ; not only deluded in 


their idolatrous Superſtitions, imagining 
that the Genii they ſacrific'd to, wallow'd 
and delighted in Blood; but alſo ran into 
a ſavage way of tearing in pieces living 
Creatures, and gorging the Blood with the 
Fleſh; ſtrangling others to make them a 
more luxurious Morſel; and from this 
high Feeding and inflaming Diet were 
carried on to all manner of Lewdneſs. - - - 


Tbho' Adultery might be forbidden, and 


ſuch ſtigmatiz' d that were guilty, being a 
Breach of Contract, and of direful Miſ- 
chief in a Family; yet Fornication was 
then, as it's to be fear'd in this adulterous 
Generation it ſtill is, thought no Crime. 
Tully ſays *, If any one thinks ſuch an 
8 9 3 | Indul- 
+ De rit. & leg. Hebrzorum. | 


Si quis meretriciis amoribus interdictum juventuji” 


Putet, eſt ille quidem valde ſeverus, abhorret non mo- 


, | > =o 
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Indulgence to be unlawful, he muſt be 
very rigid and ſingular in his Sentiments; 


(300) 


muſt ſtand up not only againſt the Liberty 
taken in this preſent Age, but againſt the 
Practice and Allowance of the Ages be- 


fore. He challenges him to ſhew the 


Time when it was not practis d; when it 
was condemn'd; nay, when it was not 


publickly allow d of. Terence * brings in 


an old Gentleman pleading for a young 
Fellow's Gallantry, and defending it as 
no Crirnue. . 
They are forbidden theſe things, which 
was neceſſary to be done, becauſe they 
were ſo addicted to them; and becauſe 


they were inconſiſtent with that Profeſſion 
they had taken upon them. . 


I cou'd have lik d this Opinion better, 
wou'd it have anſwer d the Queſtion this 
great Synod met about; but when that 
was how far the Gentiles were oblig d to 
obſerve the Law of Moſes, wou'd it be a 
proper and ſuitable Anſwer, that they 
ſhou'd abſtain from ſuch heatheniſh Pra- 


ctices? What Work might the Author of 


Revelation examin'd make with this, by his 
| Dr ce | way 


dd ab hujus ſæculi licentia, verum etiam à majorum 
Raum 


conſuetudine & conceſſis; quando enim hoc non 


eſt? quando reprehenſum ? quando non permiſſum? 


Orat. pro MA. Clio. 


* Non eſt flagitium, mihi crede, adoleſcentulum 


ſcortari. Adelph. Act. I. Scene 2. 


LY 
| (3) 

way of confining Anſwers, in his Rule of 
interpreting what goeth into the mouth defi | 
leth not a man? - 

And therefore what if we Arike into a 
middle way; and as both Few and Gentile 
were concern'd in the Queſtion, both 
ſhou'd be taken into the Anſwer? The: 

Synod might think it right to lay Pon 
them theſe neceſſary things; not only nec 
ſary to reſtrain the Gentiles from theſe 
things, which they allow'd themſelves a 
free Liberty in; and wou'd be inconſiſtent 
with that Profeſſion of Purity and Holi- 
neſs, they then took upon them: but be- 
cauſe the 1 — in this Decree were 
ſuch, as the Jewiſh Religion had mark'd 
out as Offences of a moſt heinous Nature; 
and what were conſtantly enjoin'd, as is 
ſaid of the feven Precepts of 2 Nah, the 
Proſelytes of the Gate; and therefore tho 
this Synod wou'd not inſiſt on't, that the 
Gentiles ſhou'd be circumeis'd, and there- 
by be bound to the Obſervance of the 
whole Law, as thoſe called the Proſelytes 
of Righteouſneſs were: yet fo far ſhou'd 
there be a Compliance to the Fews and 
their Religion, chat they ſhou'd abſtam 
from the ſame things, that they requir'd 
the Proſelytes of the Gare to abſtain "= 
and ſo no Offence wou'd be given to the 


Fews, nor any ann; Burden 1270 upon the 
Gentiles, "a 


Deut. 


1 4 e —— a a tp rin. 89 
Gentiles allow'd themſelves a free Labels ty "=P 


inthe leaſt; queſtion” Aer „but as: or Ti 5 


nication, ie Author of the Qugſtion abt 


| RY P. 25. eating of. Bloed fñlated and examin d. ſays, 5 
be is“ mot certain, whether. it was hot as 
©. lighely che 


ought of by the Jus a0 by, 55 
Miles; and that it Was: no- W where-to | 


5 ö 


be: found but in Breit there mi 2 15 
allude to Idolatry, 4, oohich 3 is often in > 3 


*. Old. Teſtament denoted: by the words 


5 « Whoredom and Adultery ; - - and that | 
« - which makes the OA the ſtronger, ä 


« is, that there is no other — ainſt 


„ the Law. of Nature mention 'd: in in chis 


« Decree therefore Fornication muſt 

<« be look d upon by the Jews themſelves, 
« not to be an Offence againſt the Law of 
“ Nature; and. ſo its being put into the 
e Decree ſeems to be entitely eee in 


ect the Apoſtles. 


This Way of reaſoning, IT month own, 1 
cannot ſee any Strength i in. - - - Firſt, be- 


cauſe I think it is certain that it Was not 


lightly look'd upon by the Fews - - the Law 


expreſsly requires, that there ſhall -be no. 
xxiii. 17. ore of tHe. Gaughters: ef... Iſrael, nora 


* * 


Te .. whores 


deem'd a . Crime, when they had = Fs 
ſuch a large Indulgence of many Wives, 
and ſo eaſy a way of getting quit of ſuch” 8 


as were not reeable to them: and cho 3 
the P enalty Was not of the fame. ind as "Se 
againſt an Adultereſs, and one that had : "7 3 


| rranſpreſs dafter Eſpouſals, becauſe of the 
greater Miſchief ſuch Offenders wou d do 


to a Family; yet the Harlots, as Mr. Sel- Ux.Hebr. : 


ou * 8 


dien tells us, were counted very infamous. 
_  2dly, Where it is ſuggeſted; / that Idola- 

try is often meant by Whoredom and .. 

dultery - I anſwer; not that this is meant N 

without the actual Commiſſion of Wh¹at 3 

 Whoredom ſignifies; and the Reaſon of 

putting them together; was, they proſti- 

tuted their Bodies in Honour of their Idols; 0 

as appears from the Hiſtory of the Forni- 

cators with the Daughters of Moab, who Numb. 


expos d themſtlves in Honour of Baal- xxv. 


* 


Peor. SOLOS 10h) TOE 411 TGT 2 N 
. 3dly, Where i it is ſaid, that it was pri 
dential in the Apoſtles to forbid Fornica- | 
tion; Ho this cou'd any ways be 5 
S | thought 
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© Gate, who have of old time been ad- 


nay, which they were nece 


N 


; chopolii- nevdfol to be ok, Mp upon that 


Diſpute Which happen d at Antrorhy if it 


had no Relation to the Dig ute itſelf? 


* YI 


Which it cou'd not have; if both Jeus 


and Gentiles were of the. Line Opinion, 


9 and logk d upon. Fornigntion as no Crime. 
I much wonder why this Author ſhou d N 
ſo ſoon, forget his — Reaſoning but five 
Pages before: I'Il put his own Words; 


But if this \ ee be ſuppos d to be di- 
4 rected to the proſelyted Gentiles, the Rea- 
a ſon aſſign d at the End of it will bear | 


a» 


: 1. an eaſy and natural Interpretation. For, 


« ſays. St. James, the Proſelytes of the 


« mitted, into the Synagogues; and have 
t heard the Law of Makes. read to. them, 
« know that they are thereby « 515 ed ta for. 
<« bear from theſe things.” - - - "How then 
can we ſuppoſe the Jews, eſpecially ſuch. 
zealous ones, as occaſion 'd this Decree; to 


think ſo lightly of Furnication, when the 


Proſelytes of the Gate thought themſelves 
oblig'd by the Law of Moſes. to forbear; 
arily oblig d to 
abſtain from? I leave this Author to re- 


concile theſe two Paſſages, or to chuſe 
Whether he judges beſt; - - = for, if I read 
them right, they cannot agree together. 


Dr. Hammond has endeavour'd to prove, 


that this Decree was deſign d only for ſuch. 
Cones as were . of the Gate— 
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many plauſible things in orde 


n then Wr it K fair d — 5 to hs £ 
«3 Silks and Pier to lay theſe nece w_— 
Things; which! by no means wou d have. 
been thqughe ſo to other: Gentiles. A late 
Writer takes a grear deal of pains, and 
_ "ſpends moſt of his 1 jece in Defence of this 
| Opinion; - -- and he he offers ff as 

r to ie 
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free from this Apoſtolical Decree; z yet I 
muſt rake upon me to ſay, 5 We Ny, he | 

| freed: from 1 it in a more ſatis actory WAY. . 

* N no great 9 to ace into 4 


e 88 81 3 


on "Wis 9 | 
VE e . 
| 1 Vis beben ee whict-pe perl, SF 


Our n e f ih hes! in 


a xvth of the Aer, ſays, © The true 
1 State of the . is this, \ hether | 


ere of his Profely res > the - to 
hy” whom, this De Decree. was direted?”” - === 


Phe. 
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; « whether this was an univerſal Decree. 0 LU 

4 Gentiles, or only intended for thoſe 

that were Proſelytes of the Jew: 4 Re- I 

© ligion, we muſt look. ; into the! 

gt. Paul; and ſee what ſort of Gentiles (| 
they were, whether Idolatrous Gentiles, | i 


> 


4 - The Sum, of his Argument | 1 "that. | s 


— 


| bound by this Decree. 


* 
5 


1590 j 
| Decree, hes. it was” not 19, continue. 4 # 
ever, included all ſorts of: Converts. to thi he 
"Chriſtian F aith, ., where there were 2 
Jeuiſb Converts, who might c e 
offended; and no longer ou d the” ab- 4 
| ſtaining from. Blood and things ranged be 2 
. neceſſary, than whilſh the Chriſtian Fe 
paid t this Regard to the LAW: ob oo 
Our Author ſays, in order to determit 


e of 


ES 


or Gentile Proſelytes of. the Gate, which | 
he had hitherto converted. 


_ 


the Apoſtles in their preaching were 
rected to, and did, make the firſt Tenders, 3 
of the Goſpel to the " Fews. ; ſo at the time 
when this Der Was made 1 pon the De- 3 
| bates at Autioch, there were no C onverts 
there, but Jews and their Proſelytes; cou- f 
ſequently no other cou d be intended to be 


Upon this I wou'd obſerve, that ner, 5 3 
ing that the Apoſtles, when they came to 
any Place, were to have the firſt Regard to 
the Jeus, who had maintain'd the Ward 1 
ſhip of the true God, been in Covenant 
with him, and were e filed and look dor, 


2 on 


2 
£ 


Application t the, Fews, and 


8 b lompo. ſucceſsful, 1 Dep cou d 


not 


| fins ban St. Pay Was: at Antioch, and 5 


d. preac ched in their Synz 
du d be prudent or 


f to the Gentiles © t might be an 

Ot ce toit he Jews, nay, it certainly was 

rw.” of that. che Gentiles were admitted 
all; and yet that was not thought a ſuffi- 
2 cient Reaſon why. Application, ſhou' d not 
be made to them. St. Paul indeed af- 


terwards was. appointed the Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, and St. Peter of the Fews,. in or- 


der to carry on the Work of the Miniſtry 
more ſucceſsfully ; that neither might be 
offended at 1 promiſcuouſly pl DS 


0 1 5 * $4 5s 54s 
ut in this fiſt. apoſtolical 3 of 


f St. Paul's, which our 1 pfl particularly | 


traces out, he ſays, It plainly appears, 


that the Gentiles, to whom the Door of 
Faith had been hen 4 in this Journey, 
were not tdolatrous Gentiles; but Gen- 
. © files, who had been Proſelytes of the 
Sate in the Jewiſb Religion.” - - - Bur 


how does it plainly appear? In the xilith 


Chapter of Atts, St. Paul and bis Compa- 
AY at. Antioch j in F went into the Sy- 


nagegue 


ä 
on a8 e 1 = 20 docs ic © 
| fol . from hence, that after; th hey had 


* 


DET © "Wii o From or i Nas en Oln e Compli- 
ment to ſend to Strangers, 4 
worn of confolation, to ſpe . 
St. Paul makes a Speech, wich a ſhort Hi- 7 


> a MIS: 7 
— „* : 1 4 
3 IX 9 
* 5 3 1 — - 
5 rd ENS. ; 


=D Nation - and theit I Ufage of Fs 
„„ -  proming the Truth of his Divine Miffion 
From che Truth of his Reſurrection; and 

, ewing that bre bim 75 preacheg the 70 
 groeneſs of fin ;| and to diminiſh-their high 
Norions of the Fewiſb Religion, he as 


0 0 che Sy ynapoge, oY 


0 MY 


F 


ſtory of God's Dealings with the 


Fewtf 


to them, Be it Hrum unto you 3 By tim all 
that. Beit zeve are Juftify d from a {_ things; = 


rum which ve cod not be 74 6 "the 
ji 2 of” Moſes. Ih N e 


This Speech was WES and well. a 


dd to the "Jews and Fewwiſh Profſelytes - - - 
And the Gentiles, thoſe af the Gate, 70 5 
had a particular Place ſet out for them, 
Called the Court of the Gentiles; uben tbe 
Feu were gone out, befought that theſe words | 
_ might be preach'd to them the next Sabbath. 
= -» Inithe mean while, when the congre- 
gation was broken up, many of the % 


nd religins ee flint Pact and 


Barnabas; ; who ſpeaking to them, perſuaded 2 
Them to continue in tbe grace of God. Now, 


if there were many that follow'd the A- 


: ra wed muſt WY a TING; proper. to 8 


receive =. 


8 


„ % 50 
” receive. them, to to predch in and as ches | 
new Teachers might be {6 diligent as te 
inſtruct daihy ſuch as came to hear, we 
cannot but think that the City weu d be 
muck: alarm d; and When the idolastrous 
Gentiles heard that their DeRtine leſſen d | 


was with them in great Combmpy it 48 
natural to ſuppoſe: that they wou'd Heck 
in amongſt the reſt; -- - And if ſo, it 

opens the Meaning of what follows, the 
next ſabbath- ay tame almoſt the Whole city 
together to hear the word bf "God'; the ide- 
latrous Gentiles, as well as the Preſelytes. 
This is highly probable, unleſs it ean be 


made- out that . Court of the Grmiles b | 


was never open to them; that they were 
not ſuffer'd to come int6 it. And altho' 
almoſt. the whole city, may mean ho more 
* than a great Multitude, and be admit- 
ted to be a Scripture Phraſe, and ac- 
.P cording to the Eaſtern Way of writing! 
yet if the Multitudes conſiſted of none 
but Proſelytes, why thou'd theFews, when 
they ſaw them, be filled with enuy; ant 
ſpeak againſt thoje things, which ure ſpoken 
by Paul, contrudicting and blaſpheming? - — 


They ſeemꝰ d not to be uneafyathispreach- 
ing before; the Gentiles beſought that the 
fame Words mig ht be prehch'd this very 
Sabbath-day. = - If then it was not the 
On" "—_ ſhou d the ultituues 0 
their 


1 ing es erent; ? Cou'd all this Un I 
1 _ eafineſs and Heat ariſe from their preach- 


to a greater Number of their oποlu Pro- 


; bs Dany Why then ſhou'd they; 'by ſeeing 
theſe multitudes, be filled with ei 
idolarrous'Genriles made part of them, and 


, unleſs 


ſo were admitted with them to the une . 


Privileges. This indeed might well f! 
them with envy, when we reflect, what a 


contemptuous Opinion they had of the 


| heathen World; how they look d upon 
them to be Caſt-aways ; ſuch as ſhou'd 
never be receiv'd into Covenant with God. 


That it was upon this very Account that 
they contradicted and blaſphem d, may be 
farther argu'd from Paul and Barnabas © 
waxing bold, and expreſsly telling them, 


that tho it was neceſſary (it being the Com— 
mand of Chriſt) that the word 'of God 


 fhou'd firft have been ſpoken to you; but Jee- 
ing ye put it from os and judge yourſelves 
_ unworthy of everlaſting life, lo, we turn to 


_ the Gentiles, - - -' Theſe ſhou'd take in all 


ſorts; otherwiſe they wou'd ſcarce: have 


been glad. Wou'd it be agreeable to the 
| Profet lytes, that the Apoſtles were turned 
from the Jews, with whom they them- 
ſelves lived in Communion? Or if they 
had underſtood that the Apoſtles meant 
no more by turning to the Gentiles, than 
e they wou'd now, _ their * | 

h 8 em 


expel them out "of «their Cvaſs? T he Rea- 


ſon given for turning to the Gentiles ſeems 


to me to be a farther Argument, Why all 


Sorts ſhou'd be included; for ſo hath the 
Lord commanded us, faying, I have ſet thee 


to be-a light tothe Gentiles, that thou ſhou' df 


be for ſalvation unto the ends of the earth.--- NE 
Dr. Hammond's Paraphraſe is this; For 
this was the Direction of God, that 


1 Chriſt: being firſt preached to the Fews; 
and being rejected by them, ſhou d be 
<,preach'd to all other People: of the 


cc. World.“ Now as it is On all hands | 


agreed; that the idolatrous Gentiles were 
to have this Salvation offer d; we may 
conclude that the Gentiles; to whom the 
Apoſtles turned, were of all thoſe to whom 
the Goſpel was to be a Light; and the A- 
poſtles rendering it to them, might well pur 


the envious, proud Jeus upon ſtirring up 


Men and Women of Power to enable them 


to drive them away. Betwixt the two 
Sundays (in caſe the idolatrous Gentiles 


went 5 with others to hear this e262 DD 


Erine) it might not be fo Well known, or 
ſo much notice be taken of it; but when 


they came openly to the Synagegue, and 


ee Brent Multitudes, it is no wen- 75 


8 


5 pp he Gentil 2 Sethe 8 
. ch hoy deen ſo heinouſly' of- 

fenſive to the Fews, that they ſhou'd 

raiſe a Perſecution upon them for it, and 


3 


hikes 1 Indignation ok SS ſhou't 


' ſacrifice with the j 
oppos d with great Violence, and with all 

they cou d ſay againſt it, ſcarce reſtrained 
they the people that they, ee done Nute f 


en 


— 


ariſe. TGT „ 
Upon the Whole, tho ahe Goſpel. was 
lt preach'd to the Fes, yet it was alſo 


to be tender d to the Gentiles of. all De- : 


nominations ;; and. that. it was ſo to the 
People of . Antioch 1 to er to bei pret- 
* lain. hee 
ut let that be a8 it will yy is . cer- 
tain, that the Apoſtle St. Paul pteached to 


0 e 
= ; 3 3 £ 


4 v. the idolatruus Gentiles at Lyftra.; in this ves 


ry Journey upon his curing a certain im 
potent mam being a cripple frum bis mother's 


_ womb; they, looking upon this to be the 


Work of Cod, lift up their voices, ſaying 
in the Speech. of Lycaoma, The Gods are- 
come down to us in the likeneſs of men.-= = = 
And ſo fully were they convine'd of this; 
that, the, prieff Jupiter wou d have done 
Je; which the Apoſtles 


fto-them.. 98010 

We may very mall ſuppoſe, "chic the A+ ; 
poſtles at Lyſtra, if there were any = 
at that Place, wou d make the firſt Ten 
ders of the Goſpel to them and perhaps 
the Reaſon * 2 no natice ige taken of it, 
was, becauſe they neither embrac d nor 
rejected it; - whereas he idolatrous 
Gentilewgave car to OO: and became Diſ= 


Io: Cipl 


/ 


| tens Os om e ent Ts had i in | 
pee the peo , 

_ thar'rhiere "were Converts W there, is 
very 5 ident from ver. 20. the 'DiscteLes | 

food bund about him. The Speech that 
Paul and Barnabas there n de was. pro- 

Fo to the ore we and. we che Yew to 


of the e 10 ch 
| Reaſon. St. Phul might in his Speech at 
Antioch app to the Tews, tho Aelstrous 
Gentiles might be by; as here he does to 
the nn Gentzles, tho” there Lo : 
be a Mixture of others to hear it. 
4 am very much furpriz d, that we have 
it aſſerted, that at Ly/tra St. Paul © I > Pap 18. 
« finds fault with them for their Idolatry; 
5 and recommends the Belief of one trut 
4 God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
« and all things that are therein; but does 
not ſay the leaſt word to chein either of 
e the 120 of Moſes, or the Goſpel of 
« Chriſt.” - - Not one word of the Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt? Our Author ſure over- 
Jook d one Verſe in the Account of St. Ac ff’ 
Paul's Travels and Speeches - - the Apo- 6, 7. 
ſtles fled into a” and Derbe, cities of _ 
G 2 Lycaonia, 


3 — — 
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round about - and THERE they pri ached 
q the 1 5 If then we have no e | 
in this Spee or 

Proofs of the Goſpel, but it is con 


1 are we from thence to concl 


1 


. by: . 3 
Bae Way unto the region: e + Hat 


ech of any of the L 


the particular Subject that accahon'd. it it; 


be not the leaſt word is ſaid of, the Ge: 
te ſpe] of Chriſt,” ” in direct Oppoſition 70 


he Paſſage aboye? 


But to proceed; Sup — che A 
at Antioch, where the Diſpute aroſe about 


the Neceſſity of Circumciſion, had preachd 
to none but the Fews and their Noce 
and that it was ſuch Proſelytes only theſe | 


zealous 5 5. requir'd to be circumcis d; 
here were no Chriſtian Converts 
at this time, but what were taken from 


the Fews and their Proſelytes; admitting 


alſo that the Queſtion about Circumciſion 
mi cht be ſtarted at Autioch with a View 
y to them; yer the Apoſtles and El- 


| ters, knowing that the 3 Gentiles, 


in other Places, were already converted, 


and that the Chriſtian Religion ſhoy'd be 
for S$alyatipn to the Ends of the World, 
might extend this View; and in their An- 
ſwer contrive not only to direct what the 
Proſelytes of the Gate ſhou'd do; but how 


far other Gentile Converts ſhou d comply, 


M er to Seen no e to th Cha 


pon 


wo 1 this it is ag £ 5 
that Chriſtians were made Froſelytes =_ 
Fudai/m? Mui 2 one take upon him 
the beauy Yoke of "I Few!/h Law, to 
qualify. him for the 4j one o Cbtiſt 2. To 
1 t Anſwer, is very ſhort; the Chri- 
ſtian Religion is ſo far from bringing is „ 0 
into Bondage, that it ſets us ec; cj 
where we are reſtrain d. as in the Particu- 
lars in this Decree, tbat is only to walk 
charitably with our weak Brother, and 
wou' d no longer continue obligatory 245 
us, t than his Weakneſs, made it ſo - 
Again, if the idolatrous Gentiles were 
| not included in this Decree, how came it 
to Pals, that they, after their Converſion 
to Chriſtianity, were under this Reſtraint? 
If the Decree was made only. for the other, 
how comes it to be extended to them? « I 
« do. allow, ſays. this Author, that the 
« Practice of abſtaining from Blood had 
** a long Continuance in a great Part of 
the Chriſtian Church, and hath crept into 
the Apoſtolical Canons; but whyſhou'd 
it have continued in Power with any, but 
thoſe for whom. it was made? And if it 
was in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity inter- 
preted to reach to others, beſides the Pro- 
ſelytes of the Gate, we may infer that it 
was deſign d ſo. to do. - - - As a farther 
Proof of this, we find that Paul ſaid to Ads. xv, 
Barnares, Let 4080 Elin and vifit our a 36. 
ttbren 
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Att wi. And thay etw  Lyfcrappearegliin; | 


I, 
1-7 


and t they vent thrio' the eikies, the gelt. 
ver d them the decrees for to Beep, that 
ordbitial nf whe e and n 


Acts xvi. c.] eraſalem. - 7 


=g 


chem to keep, i. e. to obſerve. and obey; 
and theſe being given at Lyſra amongſt 
other Cities, ſhews that the ideletrogs. 
Gentiles'there, who were come over to the | 
Faith of Chriſt, were bound by it. 
I cannot come into'the Opinion of Re- 
velation emumiu d ;" that becauſe Moſes o of . 
old bath _— every tity them that 1 _ 
being read in the ſynagogues Jobbath« 
ron Me eg = mph. Neceflity I, 
4 -of writing to any Few?/h Convert, or to 
e any Proſelyte Convert to Chriſtianity, 


td abſtain from theſe rhings; -- - becauſe. 


* Lau that were admitted into the Syna- 
gogues (as the Proſelytes were) know all 

"1 55 things ſufficiently already. But 
what cou'd they already 12 Tho they. 

might know that che Law of Moſes con- 
demn'd theſe things, and as Proſelytes of 
the Gate; they 1 were to abſtain from them; 
yet cou'd they know, x | ofth 
wou'd determine fot neither more nor 10% 32 
conſequently their Determination was ne- 
eſſary to be ſent to them, notwithſtand- 
ing * knew what the Law of Moſes re- 

qe 


n that whey as S 
much the Gosen e chen Chriſtina. 5 
Church, won d expert from than ; and if 
the idolatrous Citiles were tu ba unde 
that Derrea, it is very canin qt fa be 
giver! 20 chem I rat bas. 
Ou Author farther urges, cht if en 
c were: to conſult only; dur Reaſon; amd 
« had no/ farther Light from the Hiſtooy 
4 of the:Bible, wk e Lannck onable 
to believe; that the Profclyte Gentiles 
* ſhau'd(be preferred to any others?” 1 
anſwer, that Ef the Jews were firſt apply'd 
to, then would they; as Membeesiof the 
Synagogue, be Hearers of tlie Word:ſoons 
er than others that were not Proſelyte 
And if the Jem wou'd not fuffer ſuch 
Preachers; and they wert diſpos dito ſiſten 
to them; then wou'd they: follow:.chem + 
for Inſtruction in the way: of: Right ouf 
neſs;. and ift others, who were not Profes 
 lytes, yet Worſhippers of the trus God 
(as ſure there ver many ſuck in the Bea- 
_ World): e themſelves to 
them, why ſhou'd: be thought un 
— Tg if che idolatrous Grun 
wou'd: turn from their Hawnitres imm t 
living God, why ſhou d ethey not be er- 
tamd :- and Tſo would be: adurd duil) 
ſuch as ſhow dir ſavedi . - When the Apd- 
ſtles were thruſt out of rhe: Synagogues, 
and W * proper Places to 
3 .. preach 


3 3 2 * - . 1 
<a 1 W ate \ A' [7 * * P 1 
41 * Wye. Rr 6 5 9 0 9 4 * N * N 4 * TS "» 4 
2 5 5 2 AA 7 x AD Ih . 2 ! PIES: 42 "I ods a a, Se ao hc 
1 F Ld = LE T * R Kee obs * r * e 3 e % Er 4 „ 
* 1 = * W 1 c Sp OG mY ws ___ n AT 1-37, 1 ; r fe: SE. I > es 
. £ »* &, : * 2 1 9 : . r * n n 3 1 r 
1 5 . : — 2 —— - 2 # * 1 * e SPL 
% 


2 18). 
preach in, er et then no TE, 4 
| . ans ae d of every Nation ſuc} 
= as were deſirous to be ſaved, wich dut af 
=! ſecondary Regard to half - Te. 
1 I ſhall purſue this Notion no farther; 
? and will leave it. with the Reader; who, if 
he is fatisfied that the apoſtolical Decree 
was deſign d to lay this Burthen upon none, 
but | the Proſelytes of the Gate; then 
when there was an End of the Jewiſh 
Temple and Worſhip, and there were no 
ſuch Proſelytes left, there muſt be an End 
of this Decree too; - but if we look 
upon this Decree to be obligatory upon all 
Sorts of Gentile Converts, as it was thought 
to be in the firſt Ages of the Church, then 
the State of the Queſtion is alter; d; and 
our Enquiry muſt be, how. long it chou d 8 
continue in force? In order to which, it 
will not be amiſs to conſider, why, or up- 
1 on. what account theſe were 2 1 9 | 
._ ary things. © 
ö . fa "A all. the Pando in this Duden 
| deem d to be neceſſary in their own Na- 
ture? This, I ſuppoſe, will not be de- 
fended. - - - The Author of — po 
examin'd expreſsly owns of Blood in 
5 ticular; that the eating of it, as t, 
e as. never imagin d an Action, ſimply 
| < and in itſelf ſinful: then, if ir be un- 
lawful, it muſt be ſo as forbidden to Noab 
and b n and at that OD 
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cular; time, all i oa an Obligation i 3 : : 


to abſtain; < that ſcore. If this was 
true, it is very ſtrange, when the apoſto- 
lical Decree was made, chat thro all the 
Diſputation; thro' all the Reaſons given 

by St. Paul, St. oe and St. James, not 
the leaſt Hint ſhou'd be given of this as. 
an Enforcement; nay, that the Apoſtles 
and Elders, when they took this in as a 
neceſſary thing, ſhou d make no mention 
of it in writing, or thoſe they ſent with _ 
it by word of mouth. Theſe things then 


might only be neceſſary, in the preſent Cir- 


cumſtances in which. they were. When 
this Debate aroſe at Antioch, in order the 
better to make way for the coming into 
the Chriſtian Fold both of Fews and Gen- 
tiles, under one Shepherd Jeſus: 2 ——— 
It was thought neceſſary that the entiles 
ſhou'd be reſtrain d fr rom theſe things, that 
no Offence might be given to the Jews, 
who at preſent were zealous for the Law 
and thoſe that came over to Chriſtianity 
were indulg d, till their Fondneſs for that 
way did abate; accordingly they for a 
conſiderable time kept holy, Saturday ta 
the Few:/h, and age to the A Men, | 
Religions: ER Nec 

And if thoſe parts of this Da ek 

are of a poſitive Inſtitution, were only ne- 
ceſſary 10 long as theſe Attachments and. 
Debates continued; and were * 'd as 


Me 5 i 
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8 for pvc ann ceniove/ 4 
dinderarice! to- their eommy over co the 
Faith: them theg can n longer be thought 
neceſſary, chun whilſt the Contenrions laft- 
eg, that mae chem ſa And as the 'Q W 
8 ſervation of the Jer 3 
and the Yewear laft were: Adele — | 
Law profit en nothing; that the Chriſtian 
Religion had fulfilled it, and fuperſeded 
alk but che moral Part of t ſo mig 
1 chat every Parc. of this mn 
d a poſitive Nature Hou d ceaſe too 
h 1 this apoſtolicaf Decree was only 
3 — by , 


| — 3 
which keep y ow all do 
0; e e ting e, 
erpetual Obligation, - - d 
ooks\ one like an Act of Prodence, 28 
the Caſe was with chem, than of Daß, 


14 appears to me te be weakly argued v, : 
that 3 3 beyond 
Orcaßan; rwiſe the ation to 


bf chings, contain d 
in o ä — Sermons up the Mount, 
muſt ccaſe, when the multitude from G. 
an Decapohs, that occalfion'd it, were 
diſpers'e, - - - But how did they eccafion 
or ee Menn aud. De. 


* Wa examin'd with . p. 54. 


e to den 
And was what he ſaid, givon is anfwer te 


aby ching of WAT eee the Mok: 


tetude, he took an FEOMU 
| ing ta chem dich D Dome, 
che great Errand he came into the World 
about---And it's highly probable that be 
would not have d without Audi- 
tors The Multitude then can only be-the 


pune” — ne not of whar 


Re bio abdlnkDynte tic 
can by no means be made a Parallel. 
Well, but it may be. fad; that —— 
an A tolical Canon | and ſeveral 


cree ; in aka with. reren ab- 
: ſtaining from Blood ; and that the Church 
| has kept up the Obſervance of it for a 


great while, and the Greek Church to this 


Day. I would not anſwer with a learn 

Author chat from the Apoſtolical Canon 
we may conclude that Blau is not to be 
taken in its literal Senſe in the Apoſtolical 
Decree ; if it was, it is ask d, how chere 
could be any -occafion for a neu Canon 
to add to the Authority of it ?-- Thar, 
it 10 arg” own 5 was not the Reale: 


N 


- 3 en Nazarenus. 


«ed. <> 
<2. {-- 227 260; 
1 i J 


: 


K 52 TY 
be eb any Addition be r n 
- Deciſions of the Church to its 8 v. 
But, how can we tell in the firſt place, 
whether this particular Decree was only 
obligatory upon that Church it was od 
rected to, and ſuch: others, as che Apo- 
Ads xvi. ſtles thought it needful for? But then 
<Þ ""M 5+ there — be ſome Churches, to whom 
it was not deliver d; and for whom, ha- 
ving no judaizing Chriſtians amongſt 
them, it was not thought neceſſary. Theſe 
might look upon themſelves as uncon- 
cern'd in the matter; and that occaſion 
Debates and Uneaſineſs, amongſt others, 
that they ſhould be tied up to theſe things, 
whilſt thoſe were exempt from them 
and ſo the apoſtolical Canon might be 
made to put an end to ſuch Diſputations, 
as the Decree was before; and probably. 
for the ſame Reaſon ern Coy woe 
made in other Churches. 
A2 u, We are not to make it an 10 why 
ment why a thing was not forbidden ſuffi- 
ciently before, from its being forbidden © 
in a Canon; at this rate Fornication, Per- 
Jury, and Theft, might be look'd upon as 
not forbidden by a Chriſtian Religion ; 
they being provided againſt in the 18th of 
[theſe apoſtolical Canons.---The true Rea- 
ſon of ſuch Injunctions, was not to add fo 
much to the Authority of the things; 
but to * up 2 and n . 
| | the 


* 


"oy 1 683 5 „ 
4 inflifing web eds aſtica 
Puniſhments, as they. thought proper on 
ſuch Offenders; and thereby the better 15 
enforce. the Obſervance 7 che Laws: * 
| "Allowing en + a ihe apoſtcllical 

D and theſe. % are to be un- 
derſtood in the ſame Senſe, all that can be 
concluded from it, is, that theſe Diſputes 
temain d in the ( Church for 2 conſiderable 
time; it not being an eaſy matter to pet 
ſuade the Jews to part with What they 
held in great Veneration.—- And: as there 
might be more Fews, and a greater Zeal 
in ſome Churches than others; ſo there 
might ariſe freſh Diſputes bow far this 
Apoſtolical Decree ſhould: reach and be 

binding. To prevent which, and thoſe 

Diſcontents that might ariſe, this Apoſtoli- 
cal Canon in all likelihood was made 
Whilſt the ſame Reaſon continued for the 

Obſervance of this Apoſtolical Decree, that 
there was for making it, ſo long it would 
be neceſſary, and no longer. 

Tertullian, and Minutius Felix, in an- 
| Fever to that vile Charge, laid upon the 
_-Chriſtians; of killing and eating a Child 
at their Meetings, tell their Adverſaries, 
that they are ſo far from any thing of chat 
kind, that they did not allow themſelves 
to eat any Blood at all. It is very certain, 
| There area great Gs of the F athers chat 


away; and ſo probably it was in ſome 
hurches ſooner c ee eee 


(an viual: 


Fews or Mahometans, as Matters ſtand 


| 22 1 0 atim uin 
the Few Superſtitions were 1 


When they began to wear off, and uO Oi. 
fence was given to: conſiderable Num- 


ber, which was worth their Pity and Rę- 


gerd, chen this Reſtraint might be taken 


guſtine tells us *, chat the feu, who at that 
time abſtair d from Hares or Birds, zecault 
they had the Blood in them werelaugh'd 


t. Lec this Father have 2s many In- 


confiſtencies. as you will, and his Judg- 

ment be nevet ſo little to be depended on, 
of treating ancient Writers, 
vrhen they thieart our Opinions); N 185 
we may e his Veracity, that theſe 

were the Sentiments of the Church of 4. 
frica in his Time; and cho it was the go- 
neral Practice of the Church for ſome 
Centuries to abſtain, and the Creek Church . 
have continued it down to this Day; yet 
what may be a Balance, the/YeternChurch 
have ſtood up for their Chriſtian: Liberty 
when no Offence wou'd be given to any by 


_ their ſo doing. 


What Regard we ſhou'd have to either 


with-us, has not much Difficulty to de- 
—_— Was to me very plain, 5 
8 5 that 


Et qui forte TE! ** tangere A, 


- cxetdjis irridentur. Contr. Fauſtinum. 


chat as Ir eatin enn ſo our 
not eating wou d not further, their coming 
8 over to che Chriſtian Fairh. The UEh 1 og. 
we' have upon 
. Obſervance, are more for Shew than-any. 


_— 28. Tok — 9 


the Chetan jon, 

bing · block V out 8 
_ Church mighe, as the Apoſtles and Elders 
in their Time did; think-it mur 
to abſtain; from wharotherwi 
have beers allow d the free Uſe of. 


It is further urg d, ihat e 5 


was a Permiſſion or poſitive Grant made- 


to Man, either before or after the Flood; 
or under the Law, or under the Goſpel, 
to eat the Blood of any Animal; and that 


without one we have no Righe to kill and 
eat any 
To this I anfwer, 1/, That it is a Mi- 


ſtake to fay, that there never was a Grant 


to Man to eat Blood; 'decauſe, as I have 
ſhewn before, the Jews were allow'd to 
we to 4 Pegg Fg areas 


Beaſt thar died of jtſelf; and ] fuppole ir 


will not be denied, that that Stranger or 
Alien 


might ute it for Food, tho” the Blood 
n ; 


= ee examin d, . 29. 


this Topic for 4 continued. 
en ler er 


Being Creature, or any Part of it. 


FN 


— 1t:is-here 2 that who N 30d: 
ated Man with Cork and ſuch bode: 


_ K Appe etites and Wants, and likewiſe had, 


— 1 ſuch things as were ſuitable to his 
Appetite, gond for. Food, and proper for 
his Nouriſhment; yet without a poſitiye 
Grant, no Man in his Senſes, ſays our Au- 
js can maintain, t; it i is let ar. 5 
| I perhaps, upon ends » Cond era- 
tion, we may be able, without forkciting. N 
our Senſes, to maintain the contrary. Op- 
nion. If we were plac d in the World, 
and had neither a Prohibition againſt, nor Y 
a Grant for, any Food; to which we 
found ourſelves, to have an Inclination,- 
but were left to our own Neceffity and 
Craving ; what muſt we do? Are we to 
ſit down and ſtarve? That wou'd be to 
have a poor Regard. to What is now the. 
firſt Law of our Being, Self- preſervation. 
Or are we, not having a Law, to be a Law 
unto ourſelves, and follow the Directions of: 
N — 31 Wou' d not our Appetites ſtrong- 
Iy prompt us, and our Reaſon readily ſug- 
geſt to us, that theſe things that are made 
for our Nouriſhment, may lawfully be 
made uſe of; and that we cou'd not have 
any thing more to do, than to bleſs the kind 
Author of Nature, who giveth to all things, 
plentifully; and to regulate che Proportion 
ag the beſt cr anſwer the End of Teen ? 


*% 


e 


N 


Solomo tells ug Mind's 7 . . vi. 
f e ee 31” SR 
395 and the Reafon, I fuppoſe, „ 
Tau his Neceffity btings him into « State 
of Nature; for the Support” of which, 
without Leave, he may bicak into the Pte. 
perty of another Man; which will eq bal. 
7 hold with God, who is Lord 5 all; | 
on with this Difference, that His 8 
before us ſuch things, is a tacit oft 
| e 0 
The Brutes by Tuſtinct feed uon fork Hy 
things as their reſpective bitores give them 
an Appetite fort. Nature and Nea 
ate both to direct us; and won't ſo reacli⸗ 
ly ly agter in che ſame ching, that we fhott d 
| Order whar to do im che 
Calc. ts therefore ] take the Direction 
to them before the Flood, 20 eat of the 
Fruit of the g em and lers, not to be. ſo 
muck He without which they 
dor Have had a Power of enting, as a LE. 
— ey: or Confnemertt t6 cli Food 
alone: 
5 Upon efiis Footiny. we may ven- 
RELA we ade Lade ors. that it 
wou d not have: beem nrg for us Chr. 
| fins to Have Had a generat Grant, made 
to us in the New Fefament, of caring all 
Kinds of Fobd, hac nor they under the 
Old bern reſtrained from a great many, 
AS * : 


"x 


— 


(56) 


But if 2 Fermiffon be df to im- 
power us to eat, we Chriſtians are not 
without one. The Author of Revela- 
tion examin'd wou'd confine the Grant 


made by our bleſſed Saviour to a narrow = 


Compais indeed; the Reaſon for his 
ſo doing falls under our preſent Conſide- 
ration. The Paſſage, much inſiſted on, 
that we are under no Reſtraint with regard ; 


to Meats, nutritive and fit for Food, is 


Matth. Our Saviour s open. Declaration, not that 
xv.11. Which, goerb into the mouth defileth a man. 
| | Chap. vii. St. Mark is more particular in relating-the 


Tz 


Occaſion and the Sentence; There is no- 
thing from without a man, that entering in 
unte bim, can. defile him. This ſtands. in 
direct Oppoſition to the Fewiſh Notions 
about Meats unclean; ſuch as were thought 
to have in their own Nature ſome Impu- 
rity or Defilement in them; and this is 
look d upon by ſeveral of the Fathers and 
beſt Commentators, to give us a Permiſſi- 
on to make uſe of all things that are good 


for Food, without Limitation or Reſtraint. 


Our Author takes a great deal of Pains, 


and ſeems to be in good earneſt in oppo- 


ſing this Latitude of Interpretation. Firſt, 
he ſays, this Sentence of our Lord cannot : 
be ſuppos'c d to repeal this Apoſtolical De- 
cree, becauſe that was not made till 20 
Vears after. 2dly, If this Paſſage of our 
Saviour s Was to be. weed as 
NW 


0 39 15 3 
what rervible 9 muult follow! 
The whole Body of the Apoſtles, un- 
eder the Direction of the Holy Ghoſt, 
upon mature Deliberation, ade 4 moſt 
_ «ſolemn Decree, in direct Contradiction 
_ « to the plain expreſs Declaration of their. 
_ © blefſed Lord and Saviour. - - He is at 
« a loſs to think, whether the Abſurdity | 
e or Blaſphemy of theſe SuppoRtions is 
cc moſt ſhocking.” N | 5 
I have put theſe two together; becauſe 
one- Anſwer will ſerve them both; and 
that may be very ſhort, notwithſtanding 1 
his great Indignation. - - We look upon 
this Sentence of our bleſſed Saviour's to be 
A general Grant to eat of every Sort that is 5 
good for Food, without any Danger of be- 
ing defiled there with, and to ſet us free 
from all Reſtraints whatſoever. This | 
poftolical Decree we take to be an Excep- 
tion to this general Grant; occaſion'd by 
that Offence, which ſome weak Brethren 
wou'd take at their making uſe of this 
Chriſtian Liberty; which Exception wou d 
be no longer neceſſary, than whilſt the Of- 
fence wou'd be taken. We are abridg d 
in the Decree, that we may walk charita= _ 
bly with our Brother. - = = = St. Paul ſays, Cor vi 
All things are lawful for me ; but I will not 2. 
be brought under the power of any. © Here 
is a Liberty, ſays our learned Caſuiſt, Bi- A 
* "IP Sender, to uſe the Creatures, or Der. vn 


1 Tim, iv. 
I 2 "Oe 4; 8 


ti 


* elfe they had not all | been ien 


** him; and yer 8 Li 


th heed, It this . 
vii. 9. came 4 ſtumbling-bi 
gre weak. = = - As to himſelf, fo 
larly fearful wou'd our Apoſtle be of of. 
ending, that tho' be wer verily penſiuaded 
. that a/ things are pure; yet ſo far wou d he 
abridge himſelf of this Chriſtian Liberty, 
that rather than make his brother te 
be dai d eat no meat whilſt the world and. 
eb. Therefore the Apoſtles and „ 
might very piouſly and charitably put this 
Reſtraint upon che Antecb Converta, "that 
they might not give Offence, and deft 
bum with their meat, for whom Chrift di 
and yet not in the leaſt act in Conrradition ; 
to their Lord and Maſter; | 


| pretatian, Mat general Exprefjions oug 


« or eiſe he had been under the | 
& ſome of them.” We are caution d 


by any mant 
i them that 


off end, 


34h, He lays down this Rule of — 


© pot to be extended beyond the Req 05 1 
. them, and the Occaſion of their being de- 


: 5 liver'd.” From thence he coneludes, 
that as our Saviour pronounc'd theſe 


Words, Not abet which —95 into the mauth 


defileth a nan, in Anſwer to the Queſtion, 


n bis diſeiples did eat bread with un. 

_ weſben hands, contrery ia the tradition of 
the elders” fo we can by this Rule carry his 

A Se * than Sail or Filrh 


taken 


„ 
which, he ſays, is the plain, natural, ob- 
vious Senſe of theſe Words, and that too 
a to our Wa Explans- 


60 n unt tho 
ro: of Interpretation, if it be not 


8 may be good; yet it 
e | 


his Diſciples for the Tranksfeflion af the. 


Tradition af the Elders in one Particular, 
our Saviour takes „ Which our Au- 
thor finds no fault vvith, to ſpeak of other 
baſe and perverſe Traditions, by the keep- 
ing of which they er afide the Command 
ments of God. Lask, what theſe had to 


docs with the veſtion about cating with 


Hands? But as our Author does 


- UNWA 


not blame this Liberty of enlarging in 


Anſwer to a parti . eee 
ther can I; tho this vras made to the 

- fame Perſons that put the Queſtion; 

leſs can a Tranfition to other Points be 
t to break in upon this Rule, when 
that s dane to different 'Perfons; -— which 
is the Caſe before us. - When our blefſed 
Saviour had fufficiently rebuk d theſe con- 
ceited Phariſtes, and ſhewn the wicked 
Tendencies of thoſe Traditions, which 
vere in ſuch high Eſteem among, them he 
turned away from _— and "ek them 


\ 


to bim, who probably Wonne 2: chiſtanoe;. 5 
and had not heard Lake a 1 
: them. In f hem, — F 
had anſwer'd the Queſtion to the Phariſees, 
he ſure needed not to be tied up to this 
Rule of Interpretation; but might very 
juſtly take occafion from the Caſe of eating 
with unwaſhen hands, to ſpeak to the Mul- 
titude about Meats, aid: theFewi/h Notions 
of the Uncleanne/s of a great many Kinds; 
and to let them all know, that now there 
was an End of carnal Ordinances; and 
that they needed not trouble themſelves a- 
bout ani ſuperſtitious Niceties and Abſti- 
nencies.- -- Take but care to keep the 
Heart clean; let there be no Impurity -- 
there, you are ſafe; - - for nothing that 
enters into the mouth will defile a man. 
Here is a general Doctrine, deliver d 
upon a particular Queſtion, that might 
fairly give occaſſon to it. - A rational and 
proper way of teaching; when a ſingle 
thing was ask d, to extend to all others, 
that might have Affinity to it, in order to 
make the Anſwer more inſtructive and . 
uſeful. This was the Method our bleſſed 
Saviour took upon other Occaſions—-— 
When one came, And ask d him what was 
Matth. the firſt Commandment? he not only tells 
XX. 37. him that, which was all he ask' d; but 3 
| likewiſe goes on to the next. - When the - 
2 hens 
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thou haſt ſucked; to dar hee Bento of as. 
Happineſs. of being Mother of | ſuch 3 
Son; he makes an Anſwer moſt beneficial 
do her, and all preſent; Na, ratber bleſe 
ſed are they that the word of > God, and 
keep it. There are © a great many Inſtances 


in the New: Tei here our Savi- 
our takes the hint, ren things that acci- 
dentally happen d, to ſpeak of ſuch others 


chat had an Affinity 10 thems and if this - 


ought to be diſlik d, a great Part of £: bis 
Preaching muſt be diſapproy'd..; +; + 

_ HOWE however will not be, 5 
low d by our Author about what gverb into 


= the mouth. = - This Anſwer-is:confin'd to 
a very narrow Compaſs, even to a little . 


Filth, which might ſtick to the Meat by 


eating with unmwaſhen . bands. = - A ſtrict 


way of Interpretation indeed! - - Tho it 
is a ſafe way in general to explain Anſwers 
in a pertinent Senſe to the Queſtions ask'd; 


--- yet it is very pinching to tie. them ; 
down cloſely to them, and not allow any 


other Matters to be contain d in the Re- 
plies, which they give a fair Opportunity 
of ſpeaking of. - - But, if our Saviour 
was to be. Sofi d to a direct Anſwer, or 


that it ſnou d be ſo interpreted, when be 
zs ſpeaking to the /ame Perſons; yet might | 


not ber when he had. a-new hs bs 


left 
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| hate Ration this; and might be 
very uſeful to them to be inſtructed iu i 
Ca i be imagin d, hen be calf d tbe mul. 
litude tu lum, chat he wou'd do this upon 
2 matter of no greater thoment, than to 
warn chem from cuting "= latle Dit? 
Would he, oer and ade ve, ſer out with - 
ſuch a ſolemn Apparatus, and call upon 
them 16 bearkes te hin and unnd, if 
he had nothing but fuck à Trifle mort 
municace to them? and chen to add, He 
that 51 ears is hear, ier e 2 — 8 
ſhou' t out fornet greater Im- 
— wou d Bs command 
their Attention. As rowhar is pretend- . 
ed, that out Saviour Aimits it ro wf of 
hands ; this I look upon. to be a Miftake, 
in his expl arr, Sr e and en. 
larging upon it to Its Difeiples; wherem 
has fone pens vi INDO gy e- that 
proceed out of Man, that defife ham; he 
_ only then makes an Ap of it to 
ke particular Caſe that gave Oecaſion to 
a things in general are afferted, it 
Haturał to apply them in parercu - 
"ol ch A chat? append or 
fed Saviour does here; r is very fe 
from being 4 Libieation. 
And as to Gluftony, rance RP) 
Poiſon, whieh, our Kee ps, this Sen- 
\ tence 


4 , * 21 ö 
| r 


4 Fo 9 5 
WR EY 
1 815 9 


8 0 
1 180 9 1 een 
1 We re j 59, ; 'the Viet 


e 


Mon: x 1 2 21 
1 af ür 
td eat an) 5 QC ; 
is fro the Althoric "oF e ib! Is, .. 
Epiftle* to che "Romans ; © 34715 n R 
fer fliated* by b Erd CY 
moved th ele voE 
thing unt lein bf Ir] Thi 
general Dectt tion” chat" the 
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tho our Apottte bac deen 0 | 5 | 
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8 things which ore oft 4 to le, This 

being ſettled = -= we find tere were othet 4 
ru Foe rale d about Meats ; which the 
2 rifie'd itt fuch Plenty, that 
\ _ brought home for the Family's des 
2 


had u us to fell in the am. 
bles. This oceation'd an Unealihefs t 

the. People at CMimh. - - Thiele things . 

offer d to Idols rhey might chink wes  ' 7 
polluted, or render d unclean, that they ß 
 thow'd not touch them; - -- but our. A; 8 
13 them to che contfary: —— * 


Burſbe ver It Jud in the umb les, that eat, co 
or Conference Hale. . 25, 2 


avking mm gu 
amy of them that believe not tad you fo a fro: | 
ani yr be difpos'd to go, whatſoever 18 ſet be- 
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e chen is St. Fall. $ — — 
with himſelf, which the Aut hor of. Reves 
ation examin 4 makes ſuch a Clampur a- 
bout? Our Saviour pronounces, that \ng- 
bi ug that goeth into the mouth defileth 1q 


man: St. Paul ſays, I know. and am fer; 
ſuaded in the Lord Foſs, that nothing is un- 

clean of ſelf. - - - = Yet the Apoſtles and 
Elders i in their Decree make an Exception 
o this general Grant, and St. Paul does 
15 too; and aſſigns the Reaſon, which 


Probably might be theirs, ff we make our 


other to offend. = = This cautionary Way 
df. proceeding be recommends to the Chri- 


ans at Hes 28 . before had done ar 
Antioch. WS. of 
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Which I De. Hommond explains: Thus: 015. 
15 2 Chriſtian that dotl all chinge with a 
pure Conſcience, alk Kinds of Meat are 
* lawful.” — They of the Circi 
whom he here oppoſes; were for. bernd 
taining an Abſtinence from all that the 
Law requir' d them to abſtain from; but 
here they are inſtructed, that if they have 
a right Faith of cheir Chriſtian Liberty, 
= can eat with a pure Conſerence, with- 
out any Scruples or Doubtfulneſs, they 
are under no ſuch ee to them all 
things. are pure. 1 
Again, in his Ep iſtle to Timothy * 
; rells us, that every — of God is gund. 


and nothing to be refur d, F it be receiv * 4. "2 


with thankſgrums.. Here is an Extent to 


all Creatures that are good; therefore we 2 | 


are not to refuſe any upon a ſuperſtitious 
Notion af its having in it ſome ſort of 
Pollution; but then to make it good to us, 
ve muſt believe and know. the Truth; viz. 
that our Saviour has ſet us at Liberty from 
all the Few beggarly Rudiments. . This 
is what is called eating in Faith. And 
then we are to receive them with thankſgi- 
ping; which ſure we ought to do in point 
of Gratitude to the Donor, and of Bene- 
fit to ourſelves, that a Bleffing may attend 
che que Uſe of chem. = 
I might 
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Moe if chat mae needful ; and pros 


eating; © 20 ae ah main it? 5 


ud cho Team be own'd, that Bl was 
abſtain d from for a good while in the firſt 
1 es of the Church; and continued; till 
the Partition Wall between Few and Gen- 
tle was entirely broken down, and no Of- 
rr 
Uſe of it; then it became, as well as che 
Fleſh of the Beaſt, common Food; and 
continues to be uſec as ſuch to this Bay 
Tho our Church has gone into no Deter- 
mination for or miles it, in its Articles 
rom its Silence, hen | 
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ror, it is erring on the / Aer Side to ab- 
ſtain.— To which F reply, that if we 
have any Doubtsupon us, or if we do not 
believe that — may, we had b 2 
ter not eat; becauſe wv BP ow 


foith is fin; <= Bur then ſhall.» 
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ſhou Day have Scruples thrown 


1 every 
owe the Table ; whether the Gravy did 


100 mois wBlucd; and wWhe 
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